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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DENIES 
REPORT SOVIET WISH TERRITORIAL CESSIONS TO SOMALIA 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 4785 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AUGUST 4 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE. 

QUOTE: THE SOVIET UNION IS URGENTLY PRESSING SOMALIA FOR 
AN IMMEDIATE CEASE-FIRE IN THE FIGHTING IN SOUTHEASTERN 
ETHIOPIA BETWEEN SOMALI INSURGENTS AND THE HARD-PRESSED 
ETHIOPIAN ARMY. ACCORDING TO ARAB AND WESTERN DIPLOMATIC 
SOURCES HERE. 
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MOSCOW IS SEEKING TO SAVE THE PRO-SOVIET REGIME OF LT. COL. 

MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM IN ADDIS ABABA FROM BEING OVERTHROWN 
OR SIMPLY COLLAPSING FOLLOWING ITS MULTIPLE MILITARY DEFEATS 
BOTH IN ITS NORTHERN PROVICE OF ERITREA AND THE DISPUTED 
OGADEN REGION ALONG THE SOMALI BORDER, ACCORDING TO THESE 
SOURCES. 
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THE SOVIET UNION IS THOUGHT TO BE PROPOSING TO ITS TWO 
NORTHEAST AFRICAN FRIENDS A DIVISION OF THE DISPUTED 
TERRITORY THAT WOULD GIVE SOMALIA POSSESSION OF VIRTUALLY 
ALL OF THE OGADEN REGION BUT KEEP PART, INCLUDING THE TWO 
KEY TOWNS OF HARRAR AND DIRE DAWA, AS PART OF ETHIOPIA. 

THERE IS NO INDICATION YET, HOWEVER, THAT SOMALI PRESIDENT 
MOHAMED SIAD BARRE IS YIELDING TO SOVIET PRESSURE. ON THE 
CONTRARY, IT APPEARS THAT THE SOMALI INSURGENTS OF THE 
WESTERN SOMALIA LIBERATION FRONT HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF 
THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT TO COMPLETE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
THEIR CONQUEST OF ALL THE DISPUTED TERRITORY BEFORE THE 
BIG POWERS OR OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES CAN ACT TO PREVENT IT. 

ETHIOPIA HAS CALLED UPON BOTH THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN 
UNITY AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO TAKE ACTION TO HALT THE 
FIGHTING, AND A SPECIAL MEDIATING COMMITTEE OF 10 AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES WAS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ITS WORK TODAY OR THURSDAY 
IN LIBREVILLE, GABON, WITH DELEGATIONS FROM BOTH SOMALIA 
AND ETHIOPIA PRESENT. 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE WESTERN SOMALIA LIBERATION FRONT SAID 
HERE TODAY THAT SOMALIA HAD PUT NO PRESSURE ON THE FRONT 
TO SLOW DOWN THE PACE OF THE FIGHTING. "WE DO NOT EXPECT 
ANY PRESSURE AND EVEN IF THEY DO THIS, WE WILL NOT 
ACCEPT IT,” HE SAID. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 187303 


"OUR LAND EXTENDS UP TO THE AWASH RIVER AND WE ARE NOT 
GOING TO COMPROMISE. WE ARE GOING TO TAKE BACK ALL OUR 
LAND," THE SPOKESMAN SAID IN AN INTERVIEW AT THE FRONT'S 
HEADQUARTERS HERE. "UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN WE STOP 
BEFORE TAKING HARRAR AND DIRE DAWA." 

HARRAR IN PARTICULAR IS A PRIME TARGET OF THE SOMALI 
INSURGENTS BECAUSE IT IS AN OLD ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS CENTER 
WHOSE MAIN MOSQUE WAS CONVERTED INTO A COPTIC CHURCH AFTER 
EMPEROR MENELIK CONQUERED THE TOWN AND INCORPORATED IT 
INTO THE ETHIOPIAN EMPIRE IN 1887. 

THE FRONT SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY THAT SOMALI TERRITORIAL 
CLAIMS COVERED ALL OF ETHIOPIA’S FOUR SOUTHEASTERN PROVINCES 
OF BALE, SID AMO, ARRUSI AND HARRARGHE AND WERE NOT LIMITED 
TO JUST THE OGADEN REGION ITSELF. HE GAVE AS THE TWO MOST 
WESTERN POINTS AWASH STATION ON THE AWASH RIVER, ABOUT 
140 MILES EAST OF ADDIS ABABA, AND ASELA, 1 10 MILES TO 
THE SOUTH. 

ALTOGETHER, THE DISPUTED TERRITORY REPRESENTS ABOUT A 
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THIRD OF THE LAND MASS OF ETHIOPIA AND IS EQUIVALENT TO 
HALF THAT OF PRESENT-DAY SOMALIA. ITS ACQUISITION WOULD 
MEAN THE POPULATION OF SOMALIA, NOW AROUND 3 MILLION, 

WOULD MORE THAN TRIPLE, ACCORDING TO THE FRONT S CALCULA- 
TIONS. 

THE SOVIET UNION IS UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE BROACHED THE IDEA 
OF A COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE TWO NEIGHBORING MARXIST STATES 
MOST RECENTLY IN MOSCOW THIS PAST WEEK. ETHIOPIAN AND 
SOMALI DELEGATIONS WERE PRESENT IN THE SOVIET CAPITAL THEN 
AND MAY STILL BE THERE. 

THE SOVIETS APPEAR TO BE UNDERTAKING THE DIFFICULT TASK OF 
RECONCILING THE SHARPLY CONFLICTING NATIONALIST INTERESTS 
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OF SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA, WITHOUT LOSING THEIR POSITION IN 
EITHER. TO ACHIEVE THIS, THEY MUST MAINTAIN ETHIOPIA'S 
COL. MENGISTU IN POWER. A FEAT THAT IS LIKELY TO PROVE 
IMPOSSIBLE IF HE IS HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF ALL 
THE VAST ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY CLAIMED BY SOMALIA. 

ETHIOPIA CLAIMS THAT IT IS THE VICTIM OF A FULL-SCALE 
INVASION BY REGULAR SOMALI ARMY UNITS. THE SOMALI GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE FRONT VIGOROUSLY DENY THIS AND MAINTAIN THAT 
ONLY THE FRONT'S 30,000-MAN GUERRILLA FORCE IS FIGHTING 
INSIDE ETHIOPIA. 

TO DATE, THE GOALS AND TERRITORIAL CLAIMS OF THE FRONT AND 
THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL. 
WHETHER PRESIDENT SIAD WOULD BE WILLING TO SETTLE FOR LESS 
THAN THE ENTIRE TERRITORY TO WHICH SOMALIA HAS LAID CLAIM 
SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE IN 1960 REMAINS TO BE SEEN, BUT HE 
HAS NEVER BEFORE INDICATED ANY FLEXIBILITY ON HIS GOVERN- 
MENT'S POSITION REGARDING THE REGIONS INHABITED BY SOMALI- 
SPEAKING PEOPLES INSIDE ETHIOPIA. 

NONETHELESS, ARAB AND WESTERN DIPLOMATS HERE DO NOT EXCLUDE 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT PRESIDENT SIAD MAY COME TO VIEW A 
COMPROMISE THAT IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE TO ETHIOPIA AS PREFERABLE 
TO THE LONG STRUGGLE NECESSARY TO HOLD SUCH A VAST REGION 
AGAINST THE WILL AND ARMY OF HIS MUCH LARGER NEIGHBOR. 
UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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